September 7, 2008
Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time

St. Gerald Parish

Farmington - Livonia, Michigan

If today you hear His voice, harden not your hearts.

FATHER BROWNE’S BEAT

\7& s the political climate here in America gains

Amomentum, I am being asked more and more

— frequently to weigh in on the candidates, which is
|

~:[‘:1 l something that | will not do. The reason for my reticence is that

it is not my place to comment on the candidates. As a Catholic
Priest it is my place (as | said a few weeks back) to properly
inform your consciences so that you can perceive and embrace
truth and live moral, holy lives that lead to Heaven. Will this affect how
you vote? | hope so, and so do our Bishops. The Bishops remind us that
Catholics have a moral duty to promote the common good by exercising
their voting privileges (cf. CCC 2240). The Bishops also say, “A well-
formed Christian conscience does not permit one to vote for a political
program or an individual law that contradicts the fundamental contents
of faith and morals” (CPL 4).*

Given what | have said above, there are times though when a specific
politician has to be singled out because of something they have said which
is erroneous and which might lead others into error about the Catholic
Church’s teaching in the area of faith and morals. Such is the case when
the United States Bishops' Conference had to issue a statement in
response to the misleading remarks made by Speaker of the House Nancy
Pelosi on August 24th in an interview on Meet the Press. Cardinal Justin
F. Rigali, chairman of the U.S. Bishops’ Committee on Pro-Life Activities,
and Bishop William E. Lori, chairman of the U.S. Bishops’ Committee on
Doctrine, issued the following statement on August 26th:

“In the course of a “Meet the Press” interview on abortion and other
public issues on August 24, House Speaker Nancy Pelosi misrepresented
the history and nature of the authentic teaching of the Catholic Church
against abortion. In fact, the Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches,
‘Since the first century the Church has affirmed the moral evil of every
procured abortion. This teaching has not changed and remains
unchangeable. Direct abortion, that is to say, abortion willed either as an
end or a means, is gravely contrary to the moral law.” (No. 2271) In the
Middle Ages, uninformed and inadequate theories about embryology led
some theologians to speculate that specifically human life capable of
receiving an immortal soul may not exist until a few weeks into
pregnancy. While in canon law these theories led to a distinction in
penalties between very early and later abortions, the Church’s moral
teaching never justified or permitted abortion at any stage of
development. These mistaken biological theories became obsolete over
150 years ago when scientists discovered that a new human individual
comes into being from the union of sperm and egg at fertilization. In
keeping with this modern understanding, the Church teaches that from
the time of conception (fertilization), each member of the human species

Upcoming Events

September 10
Guest Speaker
Dawn
Stefanowicz
Presents
“Out From Under”
at 7PM

See poster in narthex and article
page 3 of the VOICE

September 13
Parish Movie
Night at 7PM
St. John Bosco:

Mission to Love
see page 5 for details

must be given the full respect due
to a human person, beginning
with respect for the fundamental
right to life.”

Informing ourselves of what the
Catholic Church teaches and why
in the area of right to life is
essential, especially here in
Michigan because of the
November ballot proposal that
advocates government funding of
embryonic stem cell research.
Thus, you will find an excellent
pamphlet on stem cell research
stapled into this bulletin. It is my
prayer that all of you will read the
information and open yourselves
to the truth of Church teaching on
this matter.

Also, please note that we have a
speaker, Dawn Stefanowicz,

ﬂ(FoIIow me to page 3)
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Christian Service REGISTRATION FOR
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
STVINCENT DEPAUL i .
In today’s Gospel, Jesus R_eglstratlon forms have been
8 says: Y Where two or mailed. If you are new to the

three are gathered in
my name, there am | in
the midst of them.” Is
there a family you know who
needs assistance? Please call the
Society of St. Vincent de Paul so
that together we help them to
know that indeed “God is in the
midst of them.”

GIVE BLOOD

St. Gerald blood drive is on
Sunday, September 28 from 8-2.
A sign up sheet is located in the
gathering space of the church.
The Red Cross has assured us that
more nurses will be available to
take your blood donation to lessen
the wait. Please help us reach our
goal of 51 pints of blood!

FUNSEEKERS

Please join us for
the following event :

Odawa Casino Resort - Petoskey
October 7-8. This new hotel
overlooks beautiful Little Traverse
Bay and includes an indoor
swimming pool, hot tub, fitness
center and lounge. A continental
breakfast is included. The casino
encompasses approximately
50,000 sq. ft. of gaming space with
1,500 slot machines and many
other table games. Each person
receives $35 of free slot play. The
cost of the trip is $119 per person
double occupancy, $159 single and
$119 triple. The casino requires
the date of birth for each person.
Call Barbara at 734-591-9572 to
make your reservations. Check
should be made payable to Rybicki
Tours and mailed to Barbara at
17981 University Park Drive,
Livonia, Ml 48152.

AUDIENCE STILL NEEDED
---at televised Mass for Shut-ins on
Saturday, November 15th. Call the
rectory if you would like to be part
of our parish volunteer audience.

parish or did not have a child in
the program last year please call
the Ministries Office at
248.476.7677 and we will mail you
a registration form. Return these
forms as soon as possible so we
may accommodate your choices.
Confirmation classes, grades 7
and 8, will gather on Wednesday
evenings from 6:10pm-7:30pm,
beginning on October 1st. Grades
1-6 will meet on Mondays from
5:30pm-6:45pm, Tuesday and
Wednesdays from 4:45pm-6:00pm,
beginning on September 29th.
The Preschool and Kindergarten
(4 and 5 year olds) classes will be
held during the 10:15am Mass
beginning Sunday, October 5th.

RIGHT TO LIFE-LIFESPAN
19TH ANNUAL
LIFE CHAIN

St. Gerald invites all
parishioners to participate with
the Knights of Columbus in this
year's 19th annual Life Chain to
be held on Sunday, October 5,
from 2:30 to 3:30 p.m. This is a
silent event to show your support
to love and protect the unborn and
their mothers. Our parish will be
standing on Middlebelt Road (2
blocks south of Five Mile Road) in
Livonia. It can, and will, make a
difference if we stand together.
Please call the Christian Service
Office at 248-477-9485 for more
information.

Saturday, September 20th
LIFESPAN holds its' annual
Legislative Breakfast. Guest

speaker, Fr. Tad Pacholczyk will
share his expertise on embryonic
stem cell research. This issue will
appear on the November ballot
and Fr. Tad's information will help
us make an informed decision
come voting day. Please call the
LIFESPAN main office at 248-
478-8878 by Friday, September
12th to reserve your spot.

CIA

The Rite of Christian

Initiation of Adults. Do
you know someone who is
interested in becoming
Catholic? The Church provides
the opportunity to become fully
Catholic through the RCIA
process. This process involves

weekly gatherings, faith question/

answer sessions, plus discussion.
Please join us for an informal
RCIA INQUIRY meeting
THURSDAY, SEPT. 11 at 7 PM
in Room 2 in the Education
Hallway. Call Peggy Backus at
St. Gerald - (248) 476-7677 or email
stgeraldworship@live.com or Fr.
Browne (248) 477-7470 for more info
or to let us know you are coming.

NATURAL FAMILY
PLANNING CLASSES

Engaged and married couples of
all ages are invited to learn the
new, simplified, sympto-thermal
method of Natural Family
Planning. Highlights include Pope
John Paul II's Theology of the
Body, PowerPoint presentation
with animation and video, and
new full-color manual. A complete
set of materials is provided with
the $135 course fee (prices subject
to change).

Please register at least one week
prior to class start date. Classes
in  Ann Arbor: St. Thomas the
Apostle Sept. 13, Oct. 11, Nov. 15
(Sat. 10 am — 1 pm). Teaching
Couple: Albert and Becky Faraj
Contact Jolynn
jschafer999@comcast.net or

734.429.0603 to register.
BULLETIN REMINDER
Please submit articles and

announcements for the parish
bulletin via e-mail (no hard copies
please) by 12 noon on Mondays.
Keep text between 75-150 words.
Your article may be edited
(shortened) to create space.

Say one Hail Mary for

St. Gerald Parish
today
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(Continued from page 1)
coming to our parish on
Wednesday, September 10th. She
will be discussing the impact of
homosexual parenting on the lives
of children and families from first-
hand experience. Her father led
an openly homosexual lifestyle in
the home during her formative
years. For those who cannot make
the Wednesday evening venue,
Dawn will be at Heart to Heart
Apostolate in  Ann  Arbor on
Thursday, September 11th. For
more information, consult the
flyers and posters in the narthex.
This is an adult-only presentation.
Please take the time to inform
yourselves of what Holy Mother
Church says about moral living
and fundamental human rights.

+H+++FH
Quick Updates

Parish Council and
Commissions Meeting this
Tuesday, September 9th. Council
meets at 7PM; Commissions meet
at 8:30PM, please bring your
agenda and minutes.

Pilgrimage: If you are
planning to take part in the Steps
of St. Paul Pilgrimage next March
it is imperative that you get your
application in ASAP. Those who
sign up after the deadline will
have to pay additional fees for the
off-shore excursions that are
planned. To reserve your spot on
the trip, please send deposits and
paperwork to Carole Schaffer, CS
Concierge, LLC, 29488 Woodward
Ave., #265, Royal Oak, MI 48073,
or call 248.629.4936. When
emailing, please include Steps of
St. Paul in the subject line.

Change in Mass times: This
weekend we will implement our
new Mass times. The 10:00 AM
Mass on Sunday will change to
10:15 AM, so that we have more
time for parking lot movement
between Masses. The First
Saturday Mass will begin at 9:15
AM rather than the previous 9:00
start time. All other Mass times
remain the same.

Important Note: Please do
not attempt to send me any e-
mail at this time. Nearly
everything that I respond to is

being returned, undeliverable.
I ask that you bear with us as the
parish takes the time to correct a
very long history of computer
glitches with regard to e-mail. If
you have an urgent matter, call
the rectory at 248-477-7470 and
my secretary will take your name
and number so that I may address
the urgent concern. Please know
that it may take several days for
me to get back with you.
May God bless you and keep

you in His loving embrace.

Peace,

Fr. Browne & Vinnie
(*CPL - Congregation of the Doctrine of Faith,

Doctrinal Notes on Some Questions Regarding
the Participation of Catholics in Political Life)

HOLY ANGELS
HEALING MINISTRY

ST. GERALD PARISH, SEPT. 26
Please mark your calendars!
Father Joseph Whalen will be
here at St. Gerald to offer Holy
Mass, conduct a Healing Service
and share the dramatic story of
how he was led to the priesthood
and into The Archangel St
Raphael Healing Ministry. This
ministry is now international and
there have been many reported
healings. Sponsored by The
Marian Peace Center of Detroit.
For further information, please
see the flyers and poster in the
narthex or call 248-559-4544.

HUMANAE VITAE
CONFERENCE

Sacred Heart Major Seminary
will be sponsoring a one-day
conference to commemorate the
fortieth anniversary of the papal

encyclical Humanae Vitae
(English translation: On Human
Life).

The conference is will be held
on Saturday, September 20, at
Sacred Heart Major Seminary.
Call 313-883-8792, or email
HumanaeVitae@shms.edu, to
obtain a registration packet.
Forms can also be downloaded
from the website as well, go to:
www.shms.edu.

DAWN
STEFANOWICZ

Coming to
St. Gerald Parish

Speaker/Author
Dawn Stefanowicz will
be coming to our parish

Wednesday
September 10th at 7:00 PM
Her Presentation is entitled:
“Out From Under”

She will give a firsthand account
of the impact of “alternative”
parenting on the growth and

development of children.

As a child being reared in a
homosexual household during the
1960s and 1970s, Dawn was
exposed to many different people,

the Gay-Lesbian- Bisexual-
Transgendered (GLBT)
subcultures, and explicit and
gratuitous sexual practices
throughout her youth. Her
testimony raises challenging
guestions about the risks and

implications of same-sex marriage
on children, family life and the
future of our culture. Please join
us as we become informed on the
impact of homosexual parenting.

POPE’S PRAYER
INTENTION FOR

SEPTEMBER:
That faithful to
the sacrament of

may cultivate the L
values of loveandcom- @
munion in order to be a small
evangelizing community, sensitive
and open to the material and
spiritual needs of others.

merica’s quest for
Afreedom has been guided
by the conviction that the

principles governing political

and social life are intimately

linked to a moral order based on
the dominion of God the
Creator.” ~Pope Benedict XVI
from the South Lawn of the White
House, Washington, D.C.
Wednesday, 16 April 2008.
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SEPTEMBER 14

Feast of the exaltation of the holy cross

Our Liturgical Ministers

5:00 PM September 13

Celebrant | Fr. Ssozi
for Servers Thomas & Matthew Markey,
Guy Morel Margaret & Marin McGowan
Ellen gyRoger Greeters | Parents of servers
Stacey Lector Larry Miller
Ushers 5:00B
8:30AM  September 14
Celebrant | Fr. Browne
for Servers James Fox, Jack Weigold,
Lucille Podgorski David Hurick, Sean Cutinha
b
Lorrain¥a Muir | Greeters [Parents of Servers
Lector Thad Radzilowsk
Ushers 8:30A
10:15 AM September 14
Celebrant | Fr. Browne
Servers Elizabeth Heffron,
for Angela Distelrath, Ashley Grabinski,
Our Parishioners Kimberly Distelrath
Greeters | Parents of servers
Lector Linda Thompson
Ushers 10:15B
12:00 Noon September 14
Celebrant | Fr. Ssozi
for Servers Nicholas Follbaum,
Helen Stompor Stephen Mitchell, Steven Timm,
by P Thomas Follbaum
Ruth Bennett Greeters | Parents of servers
Lector Jim Sanford
Ushers 12:00B

we pray for the repose of
the soul of

JOHN WEBB

=+

September 2, 2008

eternal restgrantunto John
o lord, and may perpetual light
shine upon Him.

WEEK DAY
Mass Intentions
. September 8- 12

-
\ \ Monday 9:15AM

Lucille Podgorski
by the Muir Family

Tuesday 9:15AM
Richard Bailey

by Genevieve Macy

Wednesday 9:15AM
Virginia Sobie

by Joanne Flanigan

Thursday 7:00PM

Joseph Sosnowski
by Dan & Linda Rainko

. Friday 9:15AM

Rita Sproule
by her husband, Bill

ANNUAL WOMEN’S CONFERENCE

Women of all ages are invited to participate in the
Archdiocese of Detroit's Annual Women's Conference to
be held Saturday, October 25, at the Macomb
Community College Sports and Expo Center in
Warren. The conference will celebrate the 20t
anniversary of Mulieris Dignitatem, Pope John Paul
II's Apostolic Letter on the Dignity and Vocation of
Women. Detroit auxiliary Bishop Daniel Flores, Sr.
Nancy Murray, OP, and Sherron Jenkins will reflect
on the role women have played in the Church and the
world. For additional details and downloadable
registration forms, go to www.aodwomensministry.org
or call 313—237-5806.

HOSPICE WALK OF REMEMBERANCE

Angela Hospice of Livonia has planned a brand
new event for Saturday, September 13. It is the Angela
Hospice Walk of Remembrance sponsored by Aetna.

For the first time, Angela Hospice is inviting friends,
families and community to the Walk of Remembrance on
the Felician Sisters’ grounds for fellowship in the
beautiful outdoors with a common goal in mind: to
honor, remember & celebrate the loved ones we've lost.

The event will offer 3-K and 5-K routes beginning at
Madonna University and ending at Angela Hospice.
Registration will open at 8 am.; walk begins at 9 a.m.
Other activities include music, and rock painting with
loved ones’ name. Refreshments will be served as well.
To register or make a donation to support Angela
Hospice, visit www.angelahospice.org, or call Barb lovan
at 734-953-6045. Proceeds benefit programs for
terminally ill patients and their families.
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KNIGHTS

OF COLUMBUS

Our general council meeting
is the second Thursday of
each  month. ~ The officers’
meeting  is the fourth
Thursday of each month.
Time: right after the 7PM
Mass (~7:45).

ddNJOM

PETER KREFT ON THE
CATHOLIC VOTE

Peter Kreeft, a Professor of
Philosophy at Boston College, is
an apologist, philosopher, popular
speaker and widely read author of
over 45 books. He will be at St.
Michael the Archangel Parish in
Livonia, October 5th to talk about
Catholic Voting. Flyers in the
narthex for details or call Sharon
at (724) 261-1455 X 207

IGNATIUS
NIGHT AT THE
MOVIES

ST. JOHN BOSCO:
Mission to Love

Saturday, Sept. 13t
at 7pm, St. Gerald Parish will
show the movie,

SAINT JOHN BOSCO:
Mission to Love

this is the moving, amazing
portrayal of the kindhearted,
loving apostle of youth. Bring your
family and friends to be inspired
by the incredible life of Saint John
Bosco. Ignatius Press books and
DVDs will be available for
purchase; proceeds benefit the
parish youth groups. Admission is
$5 per person in advance or at the
door. For more information call:
248-477-7470 ext. 220. ~ Leesa

REMINDER
New Weekend Mass Times

First Saturday Mass: 9:15AM
Saturday: 5:00 PM
Sunday: 8:30 AM

10:15 AM
12:00 AM

WEDDING
COORDINATOR
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Our parish is in need of more
wedding coordinator volunteers for
the upcoming year. This is
typically a week day evening, plus
weekend afternoon time
commitment with rehearsals
running 1 hour; weddings 1.5
hours. Volunteers work in pairs.
Training will be provided by a
veteran parish wedding
coordinator. Call the rectory at
248.477.7470 for more info or to
set up a date for training. Itiseasy
& fun! The only requirement is
that you be willing to commit to 1-
2 weddings per year.

A TASTE OF UGANDA
COMING SOON

Join us on Saturday, October 4th
at 6:00 PM as we celebrate “A
Taste of Uganda.” This very
special cultural event will provide
us the opportunity to deepen our
knowledge and relationship with
our sister parish St. Mary. The
event is free, however you must
have a ticket to attend. Tickets
will available after masses on the
weekends of the 21st and 28t of
September. Watch the VOICE for
further information!

WELCOME TO
SAINT GERALD PARISH!

We welcome to our parish the
following individuals:

Mary Prazuch of Livonia,
Elaine and David Muscat of
Livonia, Ron and Katie
Blackmore of Livonia and their
son Chase, Ryan and Jessica
Covell of Northville and their
children Sean and Marley, and
Hugo and Sara Herrera of
Northville and their daughters
Andrea and Larissa.

May you be nourished here at
the altar of the Lord and grow
closer to our Savior Jesus Christ
as a member of this parish family.
We give thanks to God that you
are with us.

NEW BIBLE STUDY

Come and join us as we study the
“Women of the Old Testament”. We
will meet on Wednesday evenings
7-8:30pm. beginning Oct 1st at 7pm
as we learn about these women and
the rich stories that are vital to
God’'s relationship with his
covenant people.  Please call or
email Bob/Sherry Kuhr to sign up,
as we will need to order the right
amount of study guides before we
begin. Do this by Sept. 21st. Our
phone number is 248-888-9335,
email ...rpkuhr@aol.com.
Returnees please call or email too.
Blessings to you all...Bob & Sherry.

JR

CORE
The St
~Gerald

Y outh

' Groups will be
going to play Whirlyball in

Novi on Saturday September
13th from 1lam-1pm. Don't know
what it is, check out
whirlyballwest.com. You won't
want to miss out on this fun!! Cost
is $20 per person. We leave St.
Gerald's lot at 10:30am!

FRONTLINE YOUTH

Don't forget to join us tonight for
our Frontline Kick-off event! We
will celebrate everybody’s birthday
in style; complete with games,
cake, and presents! Come and see
what we are all about; I promise
you won't be bored. Fellowship
and pizza start around 6:30...hope
to see you there!

You can also help us support
the Capuchin Service Center by
donating new packs of underwear
for the homeless.; you can drop off
donations in the rectory basement.

Finally, Teens, come check it
out! Check out our new Teen
Section in the St. Gerald Library!
This new addition has awesome,
Catholic material to help and
encourage you on your spiritual
journey. It features popular youth
speakers such as Mark Hart and
Jason Evert...be sure to take a
look! God bless you ~Patty.
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ST. GERALD CATHOLIC CHURCH
21300 Farmington Road
Farmington, Michigan 48336
Phone: (248) 477-7470 FAX (248) 477-3878
Website: www.stgerald.net

Office Hours
8:30 AM - 4:30 PM Monday thru Friday
(secretaries at Mass daily 9:15-9:45)

STAFF

Reverend Ronald T. Browne, Pastor ..(248) 477-7470
Deacon Joseph LennoN..........coouuiiiiiiiii i e e X213
Cheryl Hurick, Secretary/Administrative Assistant ............. X212
Christian Services
Mary Hoots, Coordinator...........c.cveeveeiiiiieieiniineenn. (248)477-9485
Accountant
Mary Moore, accountant/finance officer................. (248)381-5802

All other offices dial (248) 476-7677
Education
Sr. Ellen Ann Gardner, Secretary.............coovuuveniiniiniinaennns .X 200
Mary Taylor: Director Religious Education ......................... X201
Peggy Backus, Coordinator: Worship/RCIA/Evanelization ..... .......... X202
Dianne Fessler, Coordinator: Confirmation .......................... X218
Youth Ministry
Patty Breen & Leesa Hansknecht ...............cocoooiiiiiiiiiinin, X203

Music Ministry

Deborah Ponds, Director of Cantors, Parish Organist
..... d10ponds@mindspring.com

Ron Weiler II, Director of Music, Chancel Choir & Schola
..... rweiler@twmi.rr.com

Rob Buzaitis, Director of Handbells

..... rob.buzaitis@gmail.com

Maintenance
James Roman

MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday Vigil

5:00 PM
Sunday

8:30 AM, 10:15 AM, 12:00 Noon
Weekdays

Mon - Tues - Wed - Fri 9:15 AM

Thursday Evening 7:00 PM

SACRAMENTS
Rite of Reconciliation:
Saturdays from 3:30-4:30PM

Baptism:

Last Sunday of the month at 1:15 PM. Please be aware that first
time parents must attend a short class one week prior to the
baptism of their child. Arrangement for baptism may be made by
calling the rectory.

Matrimony:

St. Gerald Parish is pleased to marry registered parishioners
and their children. Arrangements must be made at least six
months in advance of the wedding date. Please call the rectory.

Sacrament of the Sick:
Please call the rectory.

Registration of new members and/or RCIA:
Please see Fr. Browne after Mass or call the rectory.

WE WELCOME YOU TO ST. GERALD CATHOLIC CHURCH!

If you are new to the area, we look forward to meeting you
personally. If you have not been active in the practice of the
Catholic faith, we encourage you to return. If a previous marriage
has kept you from receiving the Sacraments, we invite you to call
the rectory at 248.477.7470. In many cases, Fr. Browne can work
with you to find a favorable solution.

Vinnie Clue: Leader dog (follow me!)

STEVE RAY ON THE

EARLY MARTYRS

STEVE RAY, a noted author,
speaker and Catholic radio
personality will be speaking on the
topic of “Early Martyrdom and
Witness” on September 18 at
10:00 a.m. at St. John Neumann
Parish in Canton, Michigan.

All are welcome. A free-will
offering will be taken. Many of
Steve's resources will be available
for purchase. Join us for this
informative morning event!

HEALING MASS
with FR. KRATZ

Emmanuel Healing Ministry
will offer a Healing Mass with Fr.
Alex Kratz on September 16th at
7:00PM at the Church of the
Transfiguration 25225 Code Rd. in
Southfield. Confession, Anointing
of the Sick, and Healing Prayer
Teams will be part of this evening
event. Please call or e-mail
Margaret Williams at 248-477-
0767 or margo0767@juno.com for
more information.

BECOMING WELL, WISE, AND WHOLE IN OUR

MATURING YEARS

In their 1999 document, Blessings of Age, the U.S. Bishops remind us
that “aging demands the attention of our faith communities and challenge
parishes to seek to better recognize their presence, encourage their
contributions and respond to their needs.” The Archdiocese of Detroit is
sponsoring a conference for all maturing adults, age 55 and older, on
Wednesday, Nov. 5. It will be hosted at St. Aidan Parish in Livonia.
Watch the bulletin for further information about cost and times.

Rachel’s vineyard

Project Rachel
For those hurt by an abortion
experience, Project Rachel is a
confidential healing ministry for
both  men and women. For
additional information, call
1.888.722.4355.

We pray for our loved
ones serving in the
Armed Forces and for
peace in the world.

National Domestic
Violence Hotline
1-888-799-7233

Contributions:
August 30-31

$11,118.78




